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Preamble
1.1

In our continuous effort to promote academic integrity and inculcate good
practices in scholarly work, UTAR now subscribes to Turnitin, which is a webbased application that checks for the originality of submitted materials, for the use
of academic staff and students.

1.2

Turnitin’s Originality Check helps to check the submitted paper for improper
citation or potential plagiarism by comparing it against Turnitin’s content
databases, consisting of current and archived web pages, student submitted
papers and content from Turnitin’s content partnerships with leading content
publishers including library databases, textbook publishers, digital reference
collections, subscription-based publications and books which are increasing daily
at tremendous rate.
(i)

For each paper submitted, Turnitin generates an originality report that rates
the amount of text matching source files in its database on a scale from 0%
to 100%. The report is presented in an intuitive and detailed manner which
allows us to make an informed decision on the originality of the submitted
paper - whether this is or is not likely a case of plagiarism.

(ii)

When Turnitin detects similarities between the submitted paper and an
outside source, it bolds the text, turns the text to red, places it in a
highlighted box and assigns it a number. That number corresponds to an
entry in the window on the right side, which is where Turnitin displays
suspect outside sources. The sources are listed according to the
percentage of the match with the highest percentage coming first.

(iii)

When the mouse is moved over the highlighted text in the submitted paper
in the originality report, the corresponding source on the right illuminates
allowing the supervisor/instructor to view the suspected source. When the
supervisor/instructor clicks on the numbered text box in the submitted
paper, a window appears displaying the matching text within the context of
the suspect source. The matching text is blocked out and highlighted as in
the submitted paper for easy comparison.

A graphical representation on the above is illustrated in the diagram on the next
page.
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Verifying the Originality of Content in Thesis/Dissertation/Project Report
2.1

To verify the level of originality of the content in the thesis/dissertation/project
report submitted, UTAR now requires every student from postgraduate and
undergraduate programmes to submit his thesis/dissertation/project report to
Turnitin for originality check before the student formally submits the
thesis/dissertation/project report for examination.

2.2

After logging in at turnitin.com, student can upload his thesis/dissertation to
Turnitin, which will scan the submitted work on its originality. Using a variety of
algorithms, Turnitin compares the submitted work to material found on the web
and other previously submitted papers. It will detect matches and generate an
originality report which can be viewed in an interactive interface or downloaded.

2.3

The overview of the processes involved in the generation of originality report by
students submitting their dissertation/thesis/project report to Turnitin is as follows:


Supervisor creates account for
student to submit
thesis/dissertation/project
report to Turnitin

Creates account for student
(Please download user guide “GD-SODEMC-Turnitin-002-User Guide for
Instructor” from this link
http://research.utar.edu.my/ipsrweb/currentstudent.html)



Choose the required settings (See “4. Explanation
on Filters and Settings” below)



Turnitin system will then send email notification to
student’s email address [xxxxxxx@1utar.my].
Note

Student log in to Turnitin to
upload his
dissertation/thesis/project
report to generate the
originality report

Student/Supervisor
downloads/prints the originality
report generated by Turnitin for
supervisor and co-supervisor (if
any) to review and endorse

Supervisor and Co-Supervisor
(if any) review and endorse the
originality report by signing the
prescribed form



If student’s email address is still the old student
email address (i.e. @mail2.utar.edu.my), please
advise student to change to new email address
(See “5. Explanation on Changing Email Address”)

Student log in to Turnitin after receiving email
notification from Turnitin

(Please download user guide “GD-SODEMC-Turnitin-003-User Guide
for Student” from this link
http://research.utar.edu.my/ipsrweb/currentstudent.html)



Submit your dissertation/thesis. For
SUBMISSION TITLE, type in the Title of
Thesis/Dissertation/Project



Once dissertation/thesis/project report had
been analysed by Turnitin, it generates an
Originality Report which displays a Similarity
Index and the list of URLs to the source sites –
See Appendix A



Download a softcopy and print out a hardcopy
of the originality report for review and
submission together with the
Dissertation/Thesis/Project Report



Ensure the limits in 3.2 (i) – (iii) for required
parameters of originality are adhered to
Endorse the originality report by signing
the prescribed form – See Appendix C or
Appendix D
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#1 – for Dissertation/Thesis/Project Report
(Postgraduate programmes);
#2 – for Final Year Project Report
(Undergraduate programmes)

Parameters of Originality Required of Thesis/Dissertation/Project Report
3.1 With immediate effect, all thesis/dissertation/project report submission must
include the originality report for the thesis/dissertation/project report generated by
Turnitin. This includes thesis/dissertation (for postgraduate programmes)
re-submission and/or re-examination.
3.2 Parameters of originality required and limits approved by UTAR are as follows:
(i) Overall similarity index is 20% and below (see examples in Appendix A), and
(ii) Matching of individual sources listed (see examples in Appendix B)
(a) must be less than 1% each (for thesis/dissertation/project report of
postgraduate programmes),
(b) must be less than 3% each (for Final Year Project report of
undergraduate programmes), and
(iii) Matching texts in continuous block must not exceed 8 words
Note: Parameters (i) – (ii) shall exclude quotes, bibliography and text matches
which are less than 8 words.
3.3

4.

Supervisors/instructors are required to review the originality report and to ensure
the limits in 3.2 (i) – (iii) are adhered to, and also to check the detailed Turnitin
originality report to make sure there is no plagiarism before endorsing the
originality report by signing the prescribed form (see Appendix C or Appendix D).

Explanation on Filters and Settings
Setting 1 : To generate originality report for submission
Choose Yes in the ‘Generate Originality Reports for submission’ setting.

quote from the document or the summary of an interesting
point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document.
Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull
quote text box.]
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Setting 2 : To exclude reference list from the Similarity Index
Choose Yes in the ‘Exclude bibliographic materials from the Similarity Index
for this thesis’ setting. This setting cannot be changed once students begin
to submit their papers. Again, this setting cannot be changed once student
has submitted the thesis/dissertation/project report.

Setting 3 : To exclude quoted materials from the Similarity Index
If student had used quotes and cited correctly, Turnitin can be set to
automatically exclude text that appears between quotes (double " at the
beginning and end of the passage) so that these portions of the
thesis/dissertation/project report will not be included in the Similarity Index.
This setting is enabled by choosing Yes in the ‘Exclude quoted materials
from the Similarity Index for uploaded thesis’ setting. This setting cannot be
changed once student has submitted the thesis.

Setting 4 : To exclude text strings of a specified length from the Similarity Index
Some text strings of a specified length (e.g. 4 - 8 words), such as specific
headings or terms or phrases, appear frequently in thesis/
dissertation/project report. It is sometimes useful to exclude these text
strings. This setting is enabled by choosing Yes and to type 8 in the box to
exclude text matches which do not exceed 8 words.

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an
interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the
document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of
the pull quote text box.]
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Setting 5 : Allowing student to see the Originality Report
In general, students should be allowed to view the Originality Report
generated for the thesis/dissertation/project report submitted. However,
supervisors and students should be aware that the similarity index alone
cannot determine plagiarism. A similarity index is simply a guide to help us
identify suspicious works and similar passages with other sources that the
student has forgotten to cite. A thesis/dissertation/project report with a high
similarity index needs to be reviewed and further analysed by the
supervisor(s) together with the student in order to come to an informed
judgment on whether plagiarism had occurred.

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting
point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the
Text Box
Tools taboptions
to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]
Setting 6: Turnitin
database
In general, student’s work submitted to Turnitin will be deposited in its
repository. In so doing, Turnitin recognises that the IP of the original work in
the thesis/dissertation/project report submitted belongs to this student. This
ensures that the same work cannot be submitted by another student in
future without citing the source as to do so would result in detection of
plagiarism.

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an
interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the
However,
in some
instances
maytab
betoappropriate
to select 'no
document.
Use the
Text Box itTools
change the formatting
of repository'
due to some reasons.
the pull quote text box.]

the pull quote text box.]
Setting 7: Search options
For each submission, the supervisor can determine the types of sources
that each student’s thesis/dissertation/project report will be matched against
when the Originality Report is generated.
(i)

Selecting “current and archived internet and periodicals, journals &
publications” will ensure detection on cases of copying & pasting from
online sources.

(ii) Selecting all sources, you will also find that some sources that are not
available online may still be matched if another user has copied the
original source, these will appear as matches to another student’s
paper from another institution.
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[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an
interesting
point.
Yoube
can
position thetotext
box
anywhere
In some
instances
it may
appropriate
limit
the
sources for matching.
in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the
formatting of the pull quote text box.]
5.

Explanation on Changing Email Address
After supervisor/lecturer/instructor had created/enrolled an account for student in
Turnitin, Turnitin system will send email notification to the student at UTAR student
email address [xxxxx@1utar.my].
For student who is still using the old student email address [xxxxx@mail2.utar.edu.my],
he/she is required to change to the new student email address (@1utar.my) as follows:
(i) Login to student portal https://portal.utar.edu.my/loginPage.jsp
(ii) After login, there will be a pop up box directing you to change to new address.
(iii) At the end, Username and Password for (@1utar.my) will be same as
(@mail2.utar.edu.my)

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
Guideline Title : Generating Originality Report for Thesis/Dissertation/Project Report Using Turnitin
Guideline Number : GD-IAD-003

Rev No: 0

Effective Date: 01/10/2013

Page No: 8 of 12

Appendix A

Example 1 Summary Page of Originality Report with Listing of Similarity from
Individual Sources which is less than 1% each
Turnitin Originality Report
Final Thesis by xxxxxxxxx
From Final Thesis (For submission)
(Master Thesis)
Processed on 01-Jun-2013 00:06 MYT
lD: 333881080
Word Count:41262

Similarity by Source

Similarity lndex

9%

lnternet Sources:

6%

Publications:

5%

Student Papers:

4%
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Example 2 Summary Page of Originality Report with Listing of Similarity from
Individual Sources which is more than 1% each
Turnitin Originality Report
Final Thesis by xxxxxxxxx
From Final Thesis (For submission)
(Master Thesis)
Processed on 02-Apr-2013 19:10 MYT
lD: 317183599
Word Count: 28396

Similarity by Source

Similarity lndex

5%

lnternet Sources:

3%

Publications:

3%

Student Papers:

0%
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Appendix B
Matching texts in continuous block of less than 8 words

Matching texts in continuous block of more than 8 words
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INSTITUTE OF POSTGRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH

Full Name of Candidate
ID Number
Programme / Course
Title of Dissertation /
Thesis/Project
Similarity

Supervisor’s Comments
(Compulsory if parameters of originality exceeds the limits
approved by UTAR)

Overall similarity index: ______ %
Similarity by source
Internet Sources: ______ %
Publications:
______ %
Student Papers: ______ %

Number of individual sources listed of
more than 1% similarity: _________
Parameters of originality required and limits approved by UTAR are as follows:
(i) Overall similarity index is 20% and below, and
(ii) Matching of individual sources listed must be less than 1% each, and
(iii) Matching texts in continuous block must not exceed 8 words
Note: Parameters (i) – (ii) shall exclude quotes, bibliography and text matches which are less than 8 words.
Note Supervisor/Candidate is required to provide softcopy of full set of the originality report to IPSR

Based on the above results, I hereby declare that I am satisfied with the originality of the
Dissertation/Thesis/Project Report submitted by my student as named above.

__________________________________
Signature of Supervisor
Name: ________________________
Date: ______________________

______________________________________
Signature of Co-Supervisor
Name: ____________________________
Date: __________________________
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FACULTY OF ________________________________________________
Full Name(s) of
Candidate(s)
ID Number(s)
Programme / Course
Title of Final Year Project
Similarity

Supervisor’s Comments
(Compulsory if parameters of originality exceeds the limits
approved by UTAR)

Overall similarity index: ______ %
Similarity by source
Internet Sources: ______ %
Publications:
______ %
Student Papers: ______ %

Number of individual sources listed of
more than 3% similarity: _________
Parameters of originality required and limits approved by UTAR are as follows:
(i) Overall similarity index is 20% and below , and
(ii) Matching of individual sources listed must be less than 3% each , and
(iii) Matching texts in continuous block must not exceed 8 words
Note: Parameters (i) – (ii) shall exclude quotes, bibliography and text matches which are less than 8 words.
Note Supervisor/Candidate(s) is/are required to provide softcopy of full set of the originality report to
Faculty/Institute

Based on the above results, I hereby declare that I am satisfied with the originality of the Final
Year Project Report submitted by my student(s) as named above.

___________________________________
Signature of Supervisor
Name: _________________________
Date: _______________________

______________________________________
Signature of Co-Supervisor
Name: ____________________________
Date: ______________________

